
A conversation with pornpen 
khongkachonkiet

Pornpen khongkachonkiet or "Noinoi" as 
she is affectionately known was already 
at the cafe when I arrived. she was 
enjoying a croissant, her favorite french 
pastry. "They don't make it this way in 
Bangkok", she complained as I sat beside 
her.

 
Noinoi was in Geneva to advocate 
for her case. Earlier this year, 

she and another two human rights 
advocates faced the wrath of the 

military for a Human rights 
report they produced. as a 

fellow NGO and friend,I want to 
know better why documenting and 

releasing that report is so 
important to her.

i know noinoi through our cooperation 
in Thailand. she is the director of 
cross cultural foundation, an NGo 
that promotes and protects torture 
victims and their families...especially 
in the Deep South.
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 This  report 
represents the 

culmination of torture 
cases  since 

2004.there is a rise of 
such incidents in 

places of detention 
controlled by the 
military especially 

post-2014 coup.

tell me more about the report, I insisted. 
Honestly, I have read the report before we 
met. But I want to hear more from noinoi.

we want to show the 
government the 

worrying increase of 
torture allegations. 

Unfortunately, the 
government does not 
welcome the report.

I spoke to myself, "of course 
the Military government is not 
keen with the report. The last 
thing they need at the moment 

is more allegations of 
misconduct against their 

officials..."

Noinoi continued her story....

In 2004,  somchai neelaphaijit 
a human rights lawyer  

disappeared for defending 5 
insurgent suspects in patani. 
his case reminded us of the 

need to document  enforced 
disappearance or torture and 

Ill-treatment cases in 
Thailand. This is crucial for us 
to bring the perpetrators to 

justice. 

 
"there are others 
after neelaphaijit. 
Ordinary people on 
the street...still 
no action from the  
government. So we 

started our 
documentation..."
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 " ....as a result, "Torture and Ill-

treatment in the Deep South in 
2014-2015" was drafted. the 120-

Page report detailed 54 
allegations of torture in 
Yala,Patani and narathiwat 

provinces. To protect victims from 
reprisals, we concealed their  

identities  in the report"

If the government could 
guarantee an independent 

tribunal is set up to investigate 
the cases, maybe we could be 
more open about the victims' 
identities. But  we Genuinely  
fear for the victims' safety.

Wouldn't it be better to let the 
authorities know the identity of 
the victims? Maybe that way the 
allegations would have more 

weight? More credible?

To date, the military 
claimed that  36 out of 
the 54 allegations of 
torture documented in 

the report are based on 
our bias towards the 
military. the injuries 

suffered by 
complainants were 

sustained through mere 
"accidents".

"Our work was 
generously 
supported by 
the United 
Nations fund 
for torture 
victims 
(unftv)..."

"Apparently the 
report is a product 
of our "imagination" 
to discredit the Thai 
military.." Noinoi 
added.
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Kicked on the torso 
repeatedly until 
victim passed out.

Private part groped 

Ears beaten 
with hard 
objects. 

received threats against 
family, blackmailed that wife 
will be raped

Wrist 
stepped on 
harshly

Stepped on the 
back with the 
military boots.

Ankles stepped 
on, causing great 
pain

having read the report, I thought the allegations exposes  gross abuse 
of power by the security forces. the explicit details of how each victim 
was ill-treated deserves a proper investigation And could not be simply 
dismissed as mere "accidents".

Gun pointed or used 
to probe and hit inside 
of mouth. Tooth 
broken 

Male, 30-35, Muslim, suspected link 
with patani liberation group.
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rather than dismissing the report as baseless,  it should be taken 
seriously  by the government in line with what the United Nations'  
committee on torture and Ill-treatment recommended to Thailand in 
2014. 

As a state party to 
The convention 

against torture...

Thailand should 
criminalize torture and 
investigate allegations 
of torture promptly and 

independently. 

However today's 
reality showed 

otherwise. 
Although in May 

2016, the 
government 

approved further 
adoption of the 

anti-torture and 
enforced 

disappearance 
bill...  

 

...What noinoi and the 
other human rights 

defenders are facing at 
the moment are far from 
what the u.n committee 

recommended.
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the  report  became a 
catalyst  for  us to 

improve  our  skills in 
documenting torture 

cases...like  applying the 
Istanbul protocol in our 

work.

By conducting our  interviews 
and evidence gathering In The 

right way, it Enhanced the 
report's credibility. We 
thought with a quality 

documentation, the authorities 
will not simply dismiss the 
weight of the report.But of 
course we were absolutely 

wrong.

On the positive side, the documentation of the 
report left a meaningful  impact on those  
involved. To noinoi, it was a very empowering 
experience...
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Instead of 
investigating the 

cases we 
documented and 

bringing the 
perpetrators to 
justice, we are 

treated like 
criminals!

for Noinoi this is the 
second time she was 
charged with 
defamation by the 
military. The first time 
was in 2014. Due to 
pressure from local 
and international 
human rights groups, 
the charges were 
dropped against her. 

 
as the report gained more 
attention, The military went 
to the media to  debunk the 
torture allegations. In a 
news reported by the 
Bangkok post, the 
spokesman for the  military 
dismissed the claims that 
torture happened in the 
southern provinces.  
To noinoi, it was to be 
expected. 
 
 
(Photo inspired by the File 
photo of Bangkok post)

sad to say, the three human rights defenders 
were charged for defamation and accused of 
infringing the computer crime act. If found 

guilty, they could be imprisoned for up to seven 
years.

The allegations of 
torture is unfounded. A 

work of fiction!
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as Thailand comes under international scrutiny, noinoi and her 
fellow comrades receive more and more support from others. the 
message is clear-Human rights defenders should be allowed to do 
their work in a safe environment. free from intimidation or 
harassment, especially by the government.

The Thai authorities should 
immediately stop the 

criminal investigation, drop 
the charges against these 

three activists and order an 
independent and impartial 
investigation into the very 

serious human rights 
violations they have raised. 

It is the state’s duty to 
protect human rights 

activists, not to shield 
security forces from 

accountability.

Salil shetty, 
Secretary 

General of 
amnesty 

international
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So, what now? I asked noinoi as we got ready to leave the cafe. 
What will happen to noinoi, somchai and anchaana? What will happen to 
the 54 victims And their plight for justice?  Both of Us sighed. We don't 
really know...

I left the 
conversation, hoping 
that noinoi and other 
human rights 
defenders in Thailand 
can continue their 
efforts to prevent 
torture without fear 
or favour.  
 
as supporters of 
human rights and 
justice, we need to 
stand by the principle 
that... 

Please continue to remind the 
government about their 

obligations to prevent and 
prohibit torture. Only then, 
human rights defenders are 
recognized as partners and 
not enemies.We all want the 

best for our country.

Is there 
anything we can 

do, noinoi to 
help you?
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