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On behalf of OHCHR Regional Office for South-East Asia, I would first like to thank the 
organizers for the invitation to participate in this important event, which resonates with the 
Government’s commitment to criminalize torture and ill-treatment in Thailand and ratify the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture. This commitment has been made 
possible as a collective achievement by the Government of Thailand, civil society as well as 
survivors of torture and their families, who have always played a constructive role in this 
endeavor. 
 
Torture is a serious crime under international law which denies the inherent dignity of the 
human being, inflicts terrible suffering on their families and erodes the trust in the State. 
Under international human rights instruments, torture is absolutely prohibited and cannot be 
justified under any circumstances, including during conflict or at times when national 
security is under threat.  
 
As you are aware, there has been an on-going debate in Thailand on human rights and 
national security. It is encouraging to note that the speakers during the panel recognized that 
the promotion and protection of human rights can contribute to ensuring sustainable security 
and peace in Thailand. 
 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
We stand here together today in support of the United Nations International Day in Support 
of Victims of Torture. On this important day, we express our solidarity in support of all 
victims of torture and their family members throughout the world. As the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights has said, “Every victim matters”. The UN Voluntary Fund 
for Victims of Torture, which is operated by OHCHR this year marks its 35th year of helping 
victims regain their dignity. The Fund steps in to help victims obtain rehabilitation and 
redress when States fail to care adequately for them.  
 
In respect of Thailand, in recent years, the UN Human Rights Mechanisms have made a 
number of important recommendations to the Government to address concerns regarding 
continued allegations of torture and ill-treatment during detention, by police, military, and 
prison officials throughout the country. There are concerns regarding accountability for these 
crimes due to the lack of a protective legislative framework. For too long the victims and 
their families have faced difficulties in pursuing legal redress.  Furthermore, the perpetrators 
of these heinous crimes have not been prosecuted.  
 
In 2014, the Committee against Torture recommended the Government to criminalize torture 
and to take all necessary measures to ensure that all allegations of torture or ill-treatment are 
promptly, thoroughly and impartially investigated and that perpetrators are duly prosecuted. 



On 11 May 2016, during the second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of 
Thailand, many UN member states called on the Government to make substantial effort to 
eradicate torture and ill-treatment without delay. 
 
The Committee Against Torture has also raised  concerns on “the numerous and consistent 
allegations of serious acts of reprisals and threats against human rights defenders, journalists, 
community leaders and their relatives, including verbal and physical attacks, enforced 
disappearances and extrajudicial killings, as well as by the lack of information provided on 
any investigations into such allegations”. In 2014, the Committee recommended Thailand to 
take all the necessary measures to put an immediate halt to the harassment and attacks against 
human rights defenders. The recommendation was reiterated during the second UPR session 
on 11 May 2016. This is particularly relevant today as human rights defenders in Thailand 
working with the UN Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture are currently facing criminal 
charges for reporting on torture and ill-treatment. 
 
  
Dear Colleagues,  
 
The recommendations from the UN human rights mechanisms emphasise the need to take a 
comprehensive approach in order to protect and prevent all persons from torture and ill-
treatment. This means that Thailand needs full cooperation from all sectors in Thailand to be 
able to achieve this aim, including professionals, such as forensic doctors, and officials in 
detention centers and prisons. Furthermore, it is not sufficient to only prosecute the 
perpetrators and provide remedies to victims, human rights defenders who work closely with 
victims and their families also need to be protected.  
 

Again, I would like to extend my congratulations to all the participants for your contribution 
in this very successful conference. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank and 
congratulate the Ministry of Justice, Amnesty International Thailand, International 
Commission of Jurist, Cross Cultural Foundation, Justice for Peace Foundation, and in 
particular the important work done by the victims and their families. Together, we can put an 
end to torture in Thailand. 
 
Again, thank you very much. 
 
 


